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To the Saints of God, 

May God bless each and every one of you! How good and pleasant it is for the saints of God to 

dwell together in unity.  

We can all agree that spiritual growth is necessary. The Book of Romans for the month of 

April will get us there. It is a book that gives us knowledge and teaches us how to behave.  

Romans also gives us a pattern, or may I say process to lead others to Christ. It is called, “The 

Roman Road to Salvation”. These are the verses:  

Romans 1:19, 20 No excuses  

Romans 3:23 Sin  

Romans 5:8 Jesus Christ  

Romans 6:23 Two Ways  

Romans 10:9, 10 Confession  

Romans 10:13 Promise  

Many times people will ask us how to be saved. We love to send people to the preacher when 

we can do a lot ourselves. The Roman Road to Salvation is a good process to follow.  

Spiritual growth is necessary because leading people to Christ is our spiritual job. When we 

grow we cannot allow things to side track or prevent us from doing this very important job.  

As we grow` chronologically, let us grow spiritually.  

YES!! Growth is necessary! 

 

Dr. Daniel Watkins, Ph.D.  

Pastor 

  

@ ztmbchurch                  @ZionTravelersMS                 @ziontravelers 
 

http://www.zion-travelers.org/


 

“Then He spoke many things to them in parables, saying:  ‘Behold, a sower went out to sow. 

And as he sowed, some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds came and devoured them. Some fell 

on stony places, where they did not have much earth; and they immediately sprang up because 

they had no depth of earth. But when the sun was up they were scorched, and because they had no 

root they withered away. And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up and choked them. 

But others fell on good ground and yielded a crop: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 

He who has ears to hear, let him hear!’” – Matthew 13:3-9  

 

The seed is the Word of God, and its hitting 

the ground is not the end of the story. A variety 

of things can happen that will affect the growth 

of that seed. Some might fall on stone; 

others might be buried too deep. 

Rain may come and wash 

away some of it. Birds 

may devour others. But 

because life is in the 

seed, something will 

happen.1 

If a seed is sown, it 

will do something when 

it lands in the right kind of 

soil. Jesus shows in this 

parable that the environment 

affects the seed's growth. When we make the 

proper application—people are the ground, and 

our environment and what we do after receiving 

the seed—the word of truth, containing the 

doctrines—is what affects its growth. In this 

analogy, growth represents sanctification, which 

is the formation of God's image in us by living 

His way of life empowered by His Spirit. What 

we do with the seed is "work[ing] out [our] 

salvation with fear and trembling" (Philippians 

2:12). It is the equivalent of rain, sunshine, 

weeding, fertilizing, so that the potential for 

fruit is the greatest. Sanctification is worked out 

through application, by living the doctrines and 

the truths of God.1 

As Christians, it is necessary for us to grow 

spiritually. Spiritual growth is the process of 

becoming more and more like Jesus Christ. 

When we place our faith in Jesus, the Holy 

Spirit begins the process of making us more like 

Him, conforming us to His image. Spiritual 

growth is identified by the fruit of the 

Spirit becoming increasingly 

evident in a believer’s life. 

When the transformation 

of salvation takes place, 

spiritual growth begins. 

The Holy Spirit 

indwells us (John 

14:16-17). We are new 

creatures in Christ (2 

Corinthians 5:17). The old, 

sinful nature begins to give 

way to the new, Christ-like nature 

(Romans 6-7). Spiritual growth is a lifelong 

process that depends on our study and 

application of God's Word (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

and our walk in the Spirit (Galatians 5:16-26). 

As we seek spiritual growth, we should pray to 

God and ask for wisdom concerning the areas 

He desires us to grow in. We can ask God to 

increase our faith and knowledge of Him. God 

desires for us to grow spiritually, and He has 

given us all we need to experience spiritual 

growth. With the Holy Spirit’s help, we can 

overcome sin and steadily become more like our 

Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.2 

— 1Adapted from “Unity (Part 5): Ephesians 4 (B)”, by 

John W. Ritenbaugh,  www.cgg.org . 

— 2Adapted from “What is spiritual growth?” 

www.GotQuestions.org  . 
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APRIL 
Easter Program 

April 16TH @ 8:30 AM  

Prayer Meeting 

2ND & 4TH Tuesday @ 6:30 PM 
 

MAY 
Mother/Daughter Tea 

May 6TH @ 2:00 PM 
Graduation Program 

May 28TH @ 10:00 AM  

Prayer Meeting 

2ND & 4TH Tuesday @ 6:30 PM 
 

JUNE 
Father/Son Luncheon  

June 3RD @ 12:00 PM 
Youth Banquet 

June 10TH @ 3:00 PM  

Church Picnic 

June 17TH  

Prayer Meeting 

2ND & 4TH Tuesday @ 6:30 PM 
 

 

http://www.cgg.org/
http://www.gotquestions.org/


Watch us on Comcast Channel 18 Wednesdays @ 4:30 & Thursdays @ 6:30!!!!! 

 
    

The death and resurrection of Christ are equally 

important. Jesus’ death and resurrection accomplish 

separate but necessarily related things. 

The cross of Christ won for us the 

victory that we could never have won 

for ourselves. “Having disarmed the 

powers and authorities, he made a 

public spectacle of them, 

triumphing over them by the 

cross” (Colossians 2:15). On the 

cross God piled our sins on Jesus, 

and He bore the punishment due us 

(Isaiah 53:4–8). In His death, Jesus 

took upon Himself the curse introduced 

by Adam (see Galatians 3:13). 

With the death of Christ, our sins 

became powerless to rule over us 

(Romans 6). By His death, Jesus 

destroyed the works of the devil (John 

12:31; Hebrews 2:14; 1 John 3:8), 

condemned Satan (John 16:11), and crushed the 

head of the serpent (Genesis 3:15). 

But the story of Jesus Christ did not end with 

His death. The resurrection of Christ is also 

foundational to the gospel message. Our salvation 

stands or falls based on the bodily resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, as Paul makes clear in 1 Corinthians 

15:12–19. If Christ is not physically risen from 

the dead, then we ourselves have no hope of 

resurrection, the apostles’ preaching was in vain, 

and believers are all to be pitied. Without the 

resurrection, we are still sitting “in darkness and in 

the shadow of death” waiting for the sunrise (Luke 

1:78–79). 

Scripture links the death and resurrection 

of Christ, and we must maintain 

that link. Jesus’ entrance into the 

tomb is as equally important as His exit 

from the tomb. In 1 Corinthians 15:3–5, 

Paul defines the gospel as the dual truth 

that Jesus died for our sins (proved by His 

burial) and that He rose again the third day 

(proved by His appearances to many 

witnesses). This gospel truth is “of 

first importance” (verse 3). 

It is impossible to 

separate the death of 

Christ from His 

resurrection. To believe in 

one without the other is to believe in 

a false gospel that cannot save. In order for Jesus to 

have truly arisen from the dead, He must have truly 

died. And in order for His death to have a true 

meaning for us, He must have a true resurrection. 

We cannot have one without the other. 
– Adapted from “What is more important, the death of Christ or 

His resurrection?” www.GotQuestions.org. 
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The Book of Romans makes it clear that there is nothing we can do to save ourselves. Every “good” deed we have ever done is as a filthy rag before God. So dead in our trespasses and sins are we that only the grace and 

mercy of God can save us. God expressed that grace and mercy by sending His Son, Jesus Christ, to die on the cross in our place. When we turn our lives over to Christ, we are no longer controlled by our sin nature, 

but we are controlled by the Spirit. If we make confession that Jesus is Lord, and believe that He is raised from the dead, we are saved, born again. We need to live our lives offered to God as a living sacrifice to Him. 

Worship of the God who saved us should be our highest desire. Perhaps the best application of Romans would be to apply Romans 1:16 and not be ashamed of the gospel. Instead, let us all be faithful in proclaiming it! 

– From “Book of Romans”, www.GotQuestions.org  

http://www.gotquestions.org/


 

 

 

 

 
 

Sis. Helen Aldridge 

Bro. Brishard Aldridge 

Bro. A.J. Alexander 

Bro. Dominic Banks 

Bro. Franco Beacham 

Sis. Sheila Carter & Family 

Sis. Lucy Clark 

Bro. Reven Clark 

Bro. AJ Clifton 

Deacon James Cook 

Deacon Curtis Cotton 

Sis. Bobbie Crump 

Bro. Devon Davis 

Mother Annie Dory 

Bro. Anthony Dory 

Mother Mattie Douglas 

Bro. Damarious Gardner 

Bro. Jared Goodman 

Mother Burnell Greer 

Bro. Carl & Sis. Shelia Griffith 

Sis. Tunyah Harris 

Bro. Brandon Henderson 

Sis. Shonda Henderson 

Mother Rose Jones 

Sis. Gwen Jones 

Mother Betty Jacobs 

Sis. Elois Jacobs 

Bro. Keshone McAllister 

Sis. Vanessa McGraw 

Bro. Erron Monroe 

Sis. Racine Moore 

Mother Ruth Moore 

Sis. Christine Norwood 

Sis. Genettie Norwood 

Sis. Katherine Owens 

Sis. Kimberlyn Quinn & Family 

Bro. Avis Ragsdale 

Sis. Tammy Reynolds 

Sis. Vinnie Mae Robinson 

Sis. Jayda Ross 

Bro. Ernest Sanders 

Sis. Laura Saddler 

Evang. Pamela Seaton & Family 

Sis. Shirley Smith 

Mother Thomasine Smith 

Sis. Monica Stevenson & Family 

Mother Clyde Thompson 

Mother Bessie Townsend 

Sis. Amy Tyler 

Bro. Daniel Watkins II 

Bro. Jarvis Watkins 

Sis. Ida Watts 

Sis. Blanchie Williams & Family 

Little London Williams & Family 

Sis. Gracie Wilson 

 

     

 

 

  

 

    

 

Please submit all announcements and prayer requests to the Clerical/Program Ministry at ziontravelers@comcast.net. 

If you have a death in the family, birth of a child, Christening request, or hospitalization 

please contact Sis. Tresa Woods at (601) 573-3697. 

Zion Travelers M.B. Church has begun the OVERSEAS COUPON PROGRAM as a part of 
our Outreach Ministry. This program was founded to help lower rank military personnel 
& families through the use of coupons, including expired coupons. We have adopted the 
GRAFENWOEHR GERMANY ARMY BASE in honor of the late SGM Nathaniel Chisolm 
who was stationed at the Grafenwoehr Germany Army Base for several years.  

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!! 

Date Sermon Topic Scripture 

03/05/2017 Take a Stand John 18:17, 25-27, Acts 2:14-21 

03/12/2017 
Don’t be Amazed at What God 

Can Do 
Act 3:1-8 

03/19/2017 It Shall Come to Pass Luke 1:5-25, 57-66 

03/26/2017 Just in Time Acts 16:25-31 

See Finance for your DVD copies. 

Thank you for your generous spirit and continuous support of Stewpot 
Community Services. With your faithful support, we are able to bless some 750 
individuals and those that are homeless in the Metro Jackson area with basic 
human needs.  May you be blessed this year as you have been a blessing. 

— Stewpot Community Services 


