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My Fellow Travelers!
To God be the glory and all praise is given unto him! Can you believe it, January
2018? The time is moving forward. I always say, whatever it is you need to do, do it
quickly; time stands still for no one.
I want to give special thanks to all those who worked and made the Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. program a smashing success. Thank you for your effort and commitment to those young people. Thank you, parents, for bringing your children out to the
practice and allowing them to get more confidence and boldness as they grow into
young men and women. To the children, you are awesome and professional yet spiritual in your approach. You showed great leadership and willingness to make known who
Dr. King was. I am extremely proud of you and thank God for the opportunity to
serve.
To the entire church, please remember, as we journey into 2018 we must utilize
these qualities:
1. Let us not waste time
2. Let us be committed
3. Let us give bountifully and God will give bountifully to us
4. Let us always give our best effort
5. Most of all, let us have a willing mind
Stay away from:
1. Blaming others
2. Jealousy
Have a blessed 2018!
Daniel Watkins, Ph.D.
Pastor

The first section of Genesis shows how God
shapes the world at
large while Genesis 12
and onward takes a
more personal focus on
how God shapes individuals. The assumption
is that people need
training, not just in knowledge and skills
but in making priorities, decisions, setting
values and especially in relating to God
their Maker.
God is greatly interested in shaping His
new family just like any good father would.
God is the builder of all things, “For every
house is built by someone, but the builder
of all things is God” (Hebrews 3:4).
Many of us have not been seriously introduced to the fundamental part marriage
and the family have on society. God is in-

terested in building a
people who are devoted to Him and share in
His
blessings. He
wants to care for them,
but He expects them to
be faithful to Him. Just
as in a marriage, we
covenant together for
the other’s good. One does not gain what
he wants and then run off.
Genesis gives us special insight into how
God works with individuals to train and
develop their character and faith. Peter
affirms this special interest that God has in
the lives of His people.
“For it is time for judgment to begin
with the household of God; and if it
begins with us first, what will be the
outcome for those who do not obey the
gospel of God?” (1 Peter 4:17).

Exodus is the place where we will see God
training leaders and a nation, but here
God provides special insight into how He
works with individuals for they soon will
become the heads of that nation–the people of God. God is the builder of all things
God has special life goals for each one of
us and so gives us opportunity to grow in
our faith. As a sovereign God, it is easy for
Him to provide carefully governed circumstances to test and increase our faith.
From “Three Steps for a Growing Faith Genesis 14:124,” Genesis: The Book of Foundations by Paul J.
Bucknell.

Everyone should make blood donation a priority especially during January. Your blood
donation could mean hope for someone who is in desperate need of help. Blood is traditionally low in supply during winter time because of decreased blood donations and the higher incidence of illness, procedures and accidents that
require blood transfusion. We should all work together to solve the
blood supply shortage during this season in order to help those who
are in dire need of blood.

Prayer Meeting
2ND & 4TH Tuesday @ 6:30 PM

Black History Program
TBA
Prayer Meeting
2ND & 4TH Tuesday @ 6:30 PM

Here are the eligibility requirements for donating blood:
 At least 17 years of age
 At least 5’1 in height and weigh at least 110 pounds
 Healthy and feeling well
www.consumerhealthdigest.com

When God is dealing with us, we may become so discouraged that we feel like giving
up. We may think that we just cannot live the Christian life. But God tells us not
to "faint." He wants us to know that He is chastening us because He loves us and desires only the best for us. There is nothing enjoyable about being chastened, but if we
accept it in the right way, it will yield precious fruit in our life. The Bible says,
"Now no chastening seems to be joyful
for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable
fruit of righteousness to those who have
been trained by it." (Hebrews 12:11)
To whom does chastening yield "the
peaceable fruit of righteousness"? It
yields it to "those who have been trained
by it"—those who are submissive to God's
chastening.

David knew what it was to have God's chastening hand upon him. He also knew what it
was to submit to God. He did not accuse
God of dealing with him unfairly. He did
not hold resentment against Him. Instead,
he was thankful to God for His faithfulness.
David said,
"I know, O LORD, that Your judgments
are right, and that in faithfulness You
have afflicted me." (Psalm 119:75)
Make straight paths: we are making a path
which others will one day follow.
This is the way we should receive God's
chastenings. We should tell Him that He is
altogether right in what He does. We should
be thankful to Him and learn the lesson He
is teaching us. We should realize, too, that
God will use our experiences to help others
who follow after us. The Bible says,
"Therefore strengthen the hands which
hang down, and the feeble knees, and make
straight paths for your feet, so that what is
lame may not be dislocated, but rather be
healed." (Hebrews 12:12-13)

January Bible Study Topic
Genesis – Discipline
“And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make
thy name great; and thou shalt be a
blessing: and I will bless them that
bless thee, and curse him that
curseth thee: and in thee shall all
families of the earth be blessed.”
– Genesis 12:2-3 (KJV)

What does this mean? It means that we do
not live to ourselves; we influence others.
Others are following after us. If we are disobedient, we make a crooked path and lead
others astray. But if we walk in obedience to
the Lord, we make a straight path for others
to follow.
From “Practical Christian Living - Lesson 9: God's Discipline” UB David & I'll B Jonathan, Inc. Mailbox Club
lessons & The Mailbox Club International, ubdavid.org

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday celebrates the life and legacy of a man who brought hope and healing to America. We commemorate as well
the timeless values he taught us through his example — the values of courage, truth, justice, compassion, dignity, humility and service that so
radiantly defined Dr. King’s character and empowered his leadership. On this holiday, we commemorate the universal, unconditional love, forgiveness and nonviolence that empowered his revolutionary spirit.
We commemorate Dr. King’s inspiring words, because his voice and his vision filled a
great void in our nation, and answered our collective longing to become a country that
truly lived by its noblest principles. Yet, Dr. King knew that it wasn’t enough just to talk
the talk, that he had to walk the walk for his words to be credible. And so we commemorate on this holiday the man of action, who put his life on the line for freedom and justice every day, the man who braved threats and jail and beatings and who ultimately
paid the highest price to make democracy a reality for all Americans.
From “The Meaning of The King Holiday,” by Coretta Scott King, www.thekingcenter.org

Translated as 'origin' from the Greek word, the Book of Genesis tells us how everything began from humanity's history to the world we know today. One could call this the 'problem statement' for humanity, one the rest of the Bible will be answering. It reveals a dramatic prologue of God's love for us,
the tragedies of sin and the human race, and God initiating a brilliant plan to win us back from the clutches of darkness. He does this by passing down a covenant blessing through Abraham and his family, including Isaac, Jacob, and other individuals, in order to bless all the families of the earth. These
descendants will become the foundation for the Nation of Israel and Jesus the Messiah who will bring salvation for all of humanity.
While Chapters 1 through 11 describe God's relationship with the entire world in the Book of Genesis, Chapters 12 through 50 transition to God's focus with one particular family. As Abraham and Sarah learn to trust in God and believe His promises, their lineage brings about the Nation of Israel,
Jesus Christ, and the Church many centuries later, ushering in a heavenly kingdom that is established by faith and love. Plenty of mistakes and wrong choices are made along the way, but God continually delivers them through His grace and kindness in the Book of Genesis. Note the importance of
God's covenant with Abraham, a special contract sealed by blood that comes full circle with the Messiah's sacrifice on the cross.
- “About Genesis 1-11” and “About Genesis 12-50”, thebibleproject.com
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Thank you for your generous spirit and continuous
support of Stewpot Community Services. With your
faithful support, we are able to bless some 750 individuals and those that are homeless in the Metro
Jackson area with basic human needs. May you be
blessed this year as you have been a blessing.
— Stewpot Community Services
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The Overseas Coupon Program was founded to help
lower rank military personnel and families through the
use of coupons, including expired coupons.
Zion Travelers, We Need Your Coupons!
Please place your Coupons in the OCP containers, located
in the Foyer.
Since the OCP is for Overseas Bases, Please Do Not Submit Coupons for Fast Food Restaurants, or Local Stores!
– H. Chisolm

final

 If you have a death in the family, birth of a child, Christening request, or hospitalization please contact Sis. Tresa Woods at (601) 573-3697.
 Please submit all announcements and prayer requests to the Clerical/Program Ministry at ziontravelers@comcast.net.
 Watch us on Comcast Channel 18 Wednesdays @ 4:30 & Thursdays @ 6:30!!!!!
 Check us out on Facebook @ ztmbchurch, on Twitter @ZionTravelersMS , and on Instagram
@ziontravelers
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December Sermon Topics
3RD

“To Tell the Truth” Revelation 3:17-19

10

TH

“Will You Overcome” Revelation 2:1-7

17

TH

“Wake Up” Revelation 3:1-6

24TH
31

ST

“Is There Room for Jesus?” Luke 2:4-7
“Dem Bones, Dem Bones; Dem Dry Disconnected Bones” Ezekiel 37:1-14
See Finance for your DVD copies

