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My Fellow Travelers,
To God be the glory! God is to be praised all day and every day. We should never be amazed at
the power and love of God. With man, things may seem impossible, but with God, all things are
possible.
The Lord has blessed us to study in the Book of James. The Book of James is a wonderful book,
reminding us to master the basics. In other words, God's people ought to act like God's people.
We are reminded to review our communication. We should always, as spiritual beings, be swift
to listen, slow to speak, and slow to anger. Anger does not glorify nor work the righteousness of
God. And the tongue, though it is a small organ, can create a world of trouble.
Lastly, there is the theology of trouble. We, as brothers and sisters, hate the thought of trouble.
But James takes the position that trouble can actually help us. When the process of trouble is
completed, we become stronger, wiser, and better. And remember this, "trouble doesn't last
always."
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SEPTEMBER
Prayer Meeting
2ND & 4TH Tuesday @ 6:30 PM

OCTOBER
Domestic Violence
Conference
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7TH

Domestic Violence
Awareness
October 8TH

JSU vs. Tuskegee Game
October 14TH

Breast Cancer Awareness
October 29TH

Prayer Meeting
2ND & 4TH Tuesday @ 6:30 PM
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Veterans Day Program
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Church Anniversary
Program
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Thanksgiving Service
November 23RD
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&

4TH

Tuesday @ 6:30 PM

Trials should produce
growth. Just as we prune a
shrub or tree to force it to
grow into a more perfect
form, so God does with us.
William Barclay makes an
excellent comment on this:
. . . these tests or trials are not meant to make
us fall, they are meant to make us soar. They
are not meant to defeat us; they are meant to
be defeated. They are not meant to make us
weaker; they are meant to make us stronger.
Therefore we should not bemoan them; we
should rejoice in them.
Notice that trials should produce growth, rather
than that they will produce it. Sometimes, we just
do not learn the lesson; we fail; we regress; we
sink into self-pity. This leads me to another
lesson learned.
The fruit we produce
depends on our outlook.
Here is where we can produce
fruit or destroy it. With God's
help, we must forcibly evict
these carnal thoughts from our
minds. We cannot allow seeds of doubt to
germinate, and if they do, they cannot be allowed
to grow. We must look forward and deal with the
situation. Paul writes:
. . . we know for certain that He who raised the
Lord Jesus from death shall also raise us with
Jesus. We shall all stand together before Him.
All this is indeed working out for your benefit,
for as more grace is given to more and more
people so will the thanksgiving to the glory of
God be increased. This is the reason why we
never lose heart. The outward man does indeed
suffer wear and tear, but every day the inward
man receives fresh strength. These little
troubles (which are really so transitory) are
winning for us a permanent, glorious and solid
reward out of all proportion to our pain. (II
Corinthians 4:14-17, Phillips)
So it is good advice that we not resent our trials
or bemoan our fate or the state in which we find
ourselves. As James says, "Count it all joy,"
which brings us to the next lesson.
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Joy comes after, not
before, the trial—and often
not during it. No sane person
sits around, wishing he had a
trial. That is absurd. No one is
ecstatic to find himself
encompassed in pain. Only when you have faced
your troubles and started to fight can you begin
to see even a glimmer of a positive result at its
conclusion.
James' advice is to count or consider our trials
joyfully. The Phillips' version continues,
"Realize that they come to test your faith and to
produce endurance" (James 1:3). These words
reflect a passage of time. Hebrews 12:2 says
Jesus endured the cross "for the joy that was set
before Him." He thought nothing of the pain and
shame because of the joy He knew would follow
His suffering. Joy came afterward.
Verse 11 says, "Now no chastening seems to
be joyful for the present, but grievous;
nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable
fruit of righteousness to those who have been
trained by it." Yet even this joy is not the ecstatic,
"Hallelujah!" kind of joy. God's Spirit does not
produce in us a gloating, "I did it!" kind of
emotion, but a cheerful peace of mind, an
awareness that we survived and grew. We feel a
kind of satisfaction that God has pruned us so that
we might become more like him. This process
helps us to appreciate our lives more, and to be
more thankful, understanding, and sympathetic
to the plight of others.
This is why we are happy that God has chosen
us to suffer whatever trials He may allow. As
James goes on to write:
“Blessed is the man who
endures temptation; for
when he has been
proved, he will receive
the crown of life which
the Lord has promised to
those who love Him"
(James 1:12).

@ZionTravelersMS

– Adapted from “Joy and
Trial”, by Mike Ford, Forerunner Commentary–Trials,
Shaping Power of, www.bibletools.org
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God knows we need endurance! It is not easy
or fun to develop it, but it has a sure reward.
Jesus Christ is coming back, and He will not
tarry (even though it can seem like He has
delayed). We must not draw back or quit! We
must endure and finish the race and receive the
incredible gift of salvation!
The Bible also tells us the motivation for
endurance. Love suffers long—it’s patient (1
Corinthians 13:4). Love endures all things and
never fails (verses 7-8). God, who is love
personified, has certainly suffered long with us
and endured all that we have done against
Him. He wants us to become like Him. He
wants us to endure all things out of love.
What must we do to endure? In a marathon,
it is important to set the right pace. Keeping a
constant pace throughout the race becomes a
rhythm, a habit, and you don’t have to fight
with yourself at every step. Having a regular,
daily habit of prayer and Bible study is vital to
enduring in our spiritual race.

We need to encourage and be encouraged
through regularly attending church and
through fellowship with God’s people
(Hebrews 10:24-25). The Church and godly
fellowship are major gifts from God in helping
us to run the race with endurance.
To run the marathon with endurance, we
must mentally prepare for the hills. The hills
of the Christian race are our trials (1 Peter 1:69). Peter describes the mind-set we need to
face the fiery trials of life. We have to
recognize that these tests are necessary and
that God will help us through them, and that
there is an amazingly wonderful finish line
ahead—one we can look forward to with “joy
inexpressible”!
– Adapted from “Run With Endurance”, by Mike Bennett,
lifehopeandtruth.com

Bible Class Topic for
September
The Book of James – When
Trouble Comes Your Way
Verses of the Month
“Dear brothers and sisters,
when troubles of any kind come
your way, consider it an
opportunity for great joy. For
you know that when your faith
is tested, your endurance has a
chance to grow. So let it grow,
for when your endurance is
fully developed, you will be
perfect and complete, needing
nothing.”
– James 1:2-4 (NLT)

.

The obesity epidemic in America is a national health crisis. More than 60% of adults and nearly ONE in every THREE children
are overweight or obese. Did you know obese children are more likely to become obese adults, with associated costs of lifethreatening consequences? In fact, children today may be on track to have a shorter lifespan than their parents!
Fruits and vegetables not only provide valuable nutrients to fight disease, but they’re critical to fight against obesity. What can
you do? Learn how fruits and veggies can play a bigger role in your community and your family. More than 90% of both adults
and children do not eat the amount of fruits and vegetables recommended by the latest Dietary Guidelines for Americans and the
MyPlate nutrition guide. But just remember 2 things: fill half your plate with fruits & veggies at every eating occasion (including
snacks) AND all forms (fresh, frozen, canned, dried, and 100% juice) count towards your intake!
Join America’s More Matters Pledge: Fruits & Veggies … Today and Every Day!

Watch us on Comcast Channel 18 Wednesdays @ 4:30 & Thursdays @ 6:30!!!!!

The Book of James is the ultimate description of the relationship between faith and works. So ingrained in the Mosaic Law and its system of works were the Jewish Christians to whom James wrote that he spent considerable time explaining the
difficult truth that no one is justified by the works of the law (Galatians 2:16). He declares to them that even if they try their very best to keep all the various laws and rituals, doing so is impossible, and transgressing the tiniest part of the law made
them guilty of all of it (James 2:10) because the law is one entity and breaking one part of it is breaking all of it.
We see in this book a challenge to faithful followers of Jesus Christ to not just “talk the talk,” but to “walk the walk.” While our faith walk, to be certain, requires a growth of knowledge about the Word, James exhorts us to not stop there. Many
Christians will find this epistle challenging as James presents 60 obligations in only 108 verses. He focuses on the truths of Jesus’ words in the Sermon on the Mount and motivates us to act upon what He taught.
–From “Book of James”, www.GotQuestions.org
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FAITH
HOPE
PRUNING
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Date
08/06/2017
08/13/2017
08/20/2017
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CHASTENING
FRUIT
JOY
RIGHTEOUSNESS
TROUBLE

Sermon Topics
“Go Back to What?”
“Have Faith”
“Avoid the ‘Way Of Cain’”
“In Closing”

ENDURANCE
GROWTH
PATIENCE
SHAPING

Scriptures
Hebrews 10:35-39
Hebrews 11:1-2, 6
Hebrews 11:4
Hebrews 13:1-8

See Finance for your DVD copies.
Thank you for your generous spirit and continuous support of Stewpot Community
Services. With your faithful support, we are able to bless some 750 individuals and
those that are homeless in the Metro Jackson area with basic human needs. May
you be blessed this year as you have been a blessing.
— Stewpot Community Services
PHASE TWO for Collection of Coupons for the Overseas Coupon Program Started
August 1, 2017,and Will Continue through October 31, 2017.
Zion Travelers, We Need Your Coupons!
Please place your Coupons in the OCP containers, located in the Foyer.
Since the OCP is for Overseas Bases, Please Do Not Submit Coupons for Fast Food
Restaurants, or Local Stores!
– H. Chisolm

If you have a death in the family, birth of a child, Christening request, or hospitalization
please contact Sis. Tresa Woods at (601) 573-3697.
Please submit all announcements and prayer requests to the Clerical/Program Ministry at ziontravelers@comcast.net.

